CHAPTER VI

THE NEW ACTIVITY IN HISTORY AND

SCIENCE

f | AHE progress of the historical sciences has

I      been epoch-making.   The most impor-

tant need for progress in this realm is

absolute freedom of inquiry, opportunities of

research as well as of investigation, and free-

dom of speech.   The Republic has furnished

them all.   Investigators have been so free that

many of them in official positions have not in-

frequently expressed conclusions quite at vari-

ance with those of their chiefs concerning his-

torical points bearing upon the controversies

between Church and State.  During a stay of one

year in Paris the writer saw, in the National Li-

brary, in the National Archives, and even in the

Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the

bitter opponents of the Republic treated in every

way like other investigators.   Under this regime,

as under the preceding, historians have enjoyed

much consideration, and several of them have